Normans and Other Franks in 11 th Century Byzantium: the Careers of the Adventurers before the Rule of Alexius I Comnenus
It is clear that Byzantium was one of the most powerful empires during the Middle Ages. Due to its wealth and prestige it tempted representatives from various nations. Many of them came to Byzantium with the aim of making a career and some of them managed to do so. Among these newcomers most notable group were the mercenaries. Thus, it is not a secret that in the Empire one could meet warriors from all corners of known the world. In this paper I will focus on the Franks, i.e. knights from Western Europe. When we speak about the mentioned group we should bear in mind that the term in question embraced many ethnic groups 1 . The meaning of the word Frankoi changed with the time passing as well. While in the 10 th century it rather referred to Germans, less than 50 years later it applied to all western nations. One should also remember that Byzantines used also other names for western knights, such as Normans 2 . What is more, at the end of the 11 th century a new name for mentioned mercenaries appeared, i. The topic is by no means new. There is number of publication concerning Frankish contribution to the history of Byzantium in certain aspects of later part of the 11 th century. However, it seems that the impact of the Franks on the history of Byzantium and its relations with the West is still underestimated. This applies particularly to the time before the rule of Alexius I Comnenus, who reshaped the role of mercenaries in Byzantium. I will start with determining the background of contacts between Franks and Byzantines, before the 11 th century. After that, I will study the changes that took place in the following century. Then, I will list most important ways of career, which allowed the westerners to promote in the Byzantine army or at court. I will also focus on those Franks, who managed to earn recognition and wealth on the East in the 11 th century Byzantium. Finally, I will try to determine, whether the westerners raised families on the East in the relevant period, before the rule of Alexius I Comnenus.
It . Thus, when it comes to presence of the Franks in Byzantium, one can chiefly divide them into a few groups. The first are pilgrims and adventurers, who interacted with Byzantium during their journey. The second are the rank and file soldiers, serving as infantrymen or cavalry mercenaries. The third group is the Franks of noble birth, who went to the East as diplomats who, after more or less turbulent period of time, managed to make a career in the army or administration during their lifetime. The descendants of these form the last category, i.e. acknowledged families of West origins.
As we can see, there were Frankish mercenaries in Byzantine army during the 10 th century. Still, the golden age for them was yet to come. The first encounters between the Franks and the Byzantines took place at the beginning of the 11 th century and had rather hostile character. The adventurous bands of knights from different regions of France (especially from Normandy) found employment in south Italian lands of Lombard nobility. Most of them were hostile toward Byzantine power, which occasionally led to confrontations. . What is especially interesting is that, the mercenaries must have lived in Italy for some time before they pledged allegiance to Basil, they served the counts of Ariano (ton areianiton kometon). These two events prove, that the Franks earned the reputation of brave soldiers very quickly and that gave them a chance to serve in Byzantine army. The contingent of mercenaries from Troia proved not only to be useful but also faithful. To argue this thesis one can invoke the document, concerning the same Franks, issued in 1024, by the same Basil Boioannes 17 . This proves that the mentioned soldiers served for considerable period of time (as for mercenaries) and some of them might have been promoted.
Another opportunity for a career in Byzantine military and civil state apparatus came in the period during 1035-1038 first of the two notable events, that provided the Franks with a chance to serve Byzantium in the mentioned period was the visit of Duke of Normandy, Robert I the Magnificent to Constantinople. As Rodulf Glaber points out, the duke came with numerous entourage . A few years later, the Empire essayed another attempt to re-conquer Sicily from the hands of Muslims. The expedition was led by George Maniaces during 1038-1041 and it was described in different sources, which proves that it was a loud enterprise 21 . information allowing us to precise who these amicis suis were 38 . Still, their wealth must have been significant and it is unlikely that they served as rank and file mercenaries. In fact, we can assume that the Franks in question gained a degree of influence at the court. The earlier mentioned pair of brothers, i.e. Odo II Stigand and Robert Stigand, is a good example for this. The relevant passage in the Chronicle of Saint-Barbe-en Auge has already been investigated by E. Amsellem and K. Ciggaar 39 . According to the anonymous author, the first of the brothers earned not only a position among other mercenaries (tagmatophylax -commander of mercenaries) but also a court dignity (protospatharius), during his stay in the imperial palace 40 . As E. Amsellem and K. Ciggaar point out, the brothers served one after another between 1057/8-1065 41 . The existence of numerous Norman/Frankish groups in Constantinople is further confirmed by the work of Lampert of Hersfeld 42 . According to the author of the Annales, Robert I of Flanders (known also as Robert the Frisian) was persuaded by the legationibus Northmannorum, qui sub imperatore Constantinopolitano militabant to enter Byzantine service 43 . It is clear that all Byzantine soldiers served the Empire, however it is also obvious that author's aim was to stress that soldiers in question were of higher rank and stayed in the capital of Byzantium. As K. Ciggaar argues, this might have taken place during 50ties or 60ties of the 11 th century, i.e. during count's early years 44 . Finally, we have a Skylitzes' relation concerning Byzantine civil war between Michael VI and the usurper, emperor-to-be, Isaac Comnenus. The author of the source points out that on Michael's side certain Randolph (along with his men) fought, a Frank in the rank of patricius 45 . This is also the earliest example of a Norman/Frank who managed to achieve such a distinction on the . We have a strong basis to assume that one of these was Hervé Frankopoulos. A proof for this is a preserved lead seal, belonging to the mentioned warrior, naming him magister, vestiarites and stratelates
54
. Apart from acquiring the desired title of magister, Hervé gained a court dignity, i.e. vestiarites. If A. Kazhdan was right, stating that these courtiers promoted within the hierarchy to the closest companionship of emperor during the 11 th century, this was great honor for a foreigner like Hervé 55 . The mentioned mercenary was just the first from a long string of Franks, who made a career in Byzantium.
After execution of Hervé in 1063, to which he was sentenced for treason, the leadership of Frankish contingent in Byzantium was granted to Robert Crispin 56 . 47 However, we have little information concerning social structure of these mercenaries. It is clear that most of the Franks in question served as cavalry, so they have to be wealthy enough to pay for the upkeep of mount. 48 In fact, in case of Hervé we can be sure that he served in the East from 1038 (from the Maniaces' campaign) till 1063 when he was executed for treason: Skylitzes, p. . The mentioned Frank was leading the contingent for a considerably long time, since he served Byzantium from around 1063 until his death in 1072 59 . We don`t know what functions or dignities he enjoyed, but it is probable that he acquired some, if not all, honors of Hervé. In our only source concerning career of Robert we hear, that Michael VII gave him many presents and court honors, in order to buy his loyalty in the upcoming war against Roman IV Diogenes . It is important to say that the rank of the title in question was a bit lower then magister 63 . Thus, either the seal belongs to the period before Roussel was at the height of his career, or he simply didn`t earn as prestigious rank as Hervé. However, both Franks were wealthy enough to have a rich private residence and Roussel could afford paying a ransom for himself, after he was taken captive during battle against the Turks 64 . Apart from the mentioned three, who evidently influenced Byzantine policy during the second half of 11 th century, there were other Franks, who managed to promote within the eastern hierarchy much higher than mentioned Odo II (tagmatophylax and protospatharios). . Occasionally one can mix the two nations, for even the Byzantines happened to treat them as a single group 68 . We know that they were serving in Byzantium at least since 1069 69 . They were still present in Constantinople during Alexius I Comnenus rebellion against Nicephorus III Botaniates in 1080 70 . Though little is known about representatives of this group, it is certain, that at least some of them managed to find a place at the court. One of such people was probably an anonymous German courtier, responsible (according to Attaliates) for Robert Crispin's banishment to Abydos 71 . The accusations were either true, or the instigator was reliable to Roman IV Diogenes, since The Frankish commander was arrested before any proof was given 72 . This all shows that Frankish/German presence in Byzantium during the 11 th century was much more intense than one could think.
According to a popular view, the 11 th century was a good period for the westerners in Byzantium. Apart from promoting in the social hierarchy or building considerable wealth, some of the Franks also managed to enter into marriage notable Byzantine families. However, most of the scholars, such as A. Kazhdan 74 . There is also no information, whether or not he raised a family, as in the case of Roussel of Bailleul 75 However, there is one seal which allows casting some light on this matter. It belonged to a certain courtier or commander in the rank of protospatharios, whose name was Nicephorus Frankopoulos (Phraggopoulos) 76 . As J. C. Cheynet points out, the seal comes from the middle of the 11 th century 77 . It is clear that its owner bore a Byzantine name. However, the fact that he was nicknamed Frankopoulos allows us to assume, that either he was descended from a knight from Normandy or France, who served the Empire, or he was a Frank himself 78 . The eastern provenience of the name suggests that its owner was born in Byzantium though. The fact that Nicephorus was protospatharios indicates that either he himself was of noble birth or his father, living on the East for some time, had connections allowing him to acquire the court dignity for his son. In the middle of the 11 th century the only Frank in position to do so was Hervé Frankopoulos. Though the mentioned knight was executed in 1063, it is possible that he left a child/children, who in time raised their own family/families.
We know that such house did exist. What is more, it is agreed that later in the 11 th and the 12 th century the Phraggopouli was an influential family, who traced its origins from the West. Among them one should list Nicholas Frankopoulos, who achieved the tile of protonobelissimohypertatos There is no doubt that both Nicholas and Constantine belonged to one family, whose founder was probably Hervé. Thus, it seems that Nicephorus might have been the missing element of the genealogy. It is clear that Phraggopouli couldn`t match with other Byzantine families of western descent, like Petraliphai, Raoul or Rogerioi 82 . Still, it seems that this was the first Frankish-Byzantine family of significance raised on the East.
Summing up, the Franks maintained contacts with Byzantium long before the 11 th century. It is certain, that at first the westerners visited Constantinople on their return journey from pilgrimage. The scarce written evidence show that during the 10 th century the Franks were rather of German/East Frankonian provenience. However, in the following century the situation changed. Many French/ West Frankonian nobles, such as Fulk Nerra or Robert I the Magnificent visited Byzantium as well. On this occasion, some sort of diplomatic or personal ties with the Byzantine court might have been built (which the story of Stigand family seems to suggest). At the same time, the Normans and other Franks migrated to Southern Italy where they strived to acquire land and wealth, which, in turn, resulted in confrontation with Byzantines. Both processes gave the Empire a chance to notice that the westerners were capable soldiers and could be used against Byzantium's enemies. After their participation in the Sicilian expedition (circa 1040) the Franks loyal to Byzantium were directed to the East, in order to fight off Seldjuk`s threat. Because the western knights served best as cavalry formations, their commanders gained broad power over the contingent, which strengthened their own position, granted court dignities and titles, as well as enabled acquiring wealth. In the same time, Franks of noble birth served in Constantinople, but it is difficult to determine whether they served as tagmata (elite) cavalry or courtiers only. Though both groups of Franks were promoted within Byzantine social hierarchy, only the commanders of Eastern contingent, such as Roussel or Hervé, gathered sufficient resources to show political aspirations and raise notable families. As a result of Turkish takeover of Asia Minor and an internal war in Byzantium, these commanders eventually perished and they families lost significance. From the relevant period only Hervé`s family managed to rebuilt their position.
Abstract. The paper examines the Frankish presence in Byzantium during 11 th century. It was stressed that the mentioned period was the time of a great influx of westerners to the East. At first, most of them visited Constantinople as pilgrims during return journey from the Holy Land. The author points out that the term Franks (Frankoi) was basically attributed to the Eastern Franks/Germans, while in the course of time the Byzantines started to use it to identify rather Western Franks (i.e. French, Normans, Burgundians etc.). The author studies the circumstances in which the new mercenaries and adventurers meet the Empire, trying to define the reason of their success. Another issue investigated in the text is the extent to which Franks got promoted within the social hierarchy in Byzantium during the 11 th century. Finally, the author argues that before the presence of great families such as Petraliphai, Raoul or Rogerioi there was at least one house of Frankish descent, which was raised significantly earlier and whose founder was Hervé Frankopoulos.
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